Scientific American 60-Second Science Podcast – Episode 2205 (Feb 19, 2026)
❶ Fill in the gaps with the appropriate words.
	A. higher
	B. oropharyngeal cancer
	C. prevalence
	D. potential
	E. oral sex

	F. age cohorts
	G. risk factor
	H. human papillomavirus
	I. common
	J. vaccination

	K. cancer risk
	L. vaccine
	M. public health
	N. lagged
	O. clear

	P. tonsillar cancers
	Q. sexual behavior
	R. likely
	S. compelling
	T. initiate



This is Scientific American's 60-Second Science. I'm Steve Mirsky. Got a minute?
So (1) ______________________, or HPV, now causes the majority of (2) ______________________ in the United States and many Western nations, and the risk of these cancers has been increasing.
Gypsyamber D'Souza of Johns Hopkins University, February 12th, at the annual meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science in Washington, D.C.
And it's much (3) ______________________ in men than in women. We know performing (4) ______________________ is the main (5) ______________________ for oral HPV infection.
And our research shows that performing oral sex is more (6) ______________________ in younger generations than in previous generations, and that people are not only more likely to have performed oral sex, but with more partners and to (7) ______________________ it at an earlier age. And all of these differences in (8) ______________________ across (9) ______________________ or generations do explain the differences that we see in oral HPV (10) ______________________ and in HPV-related (11) ______________________ across the generations and why the rate of this cancer is increasing. But differences in sexual behavior do not explain the differences that we see between men and women in oral HPV infection and HPV-related cancer.
Men are not only more (12) ______________________ to become infected with oral HPV infection than women, but our research also showed that once you become infected, men are less likely to (13) ______________________ these infections than women, further contributing to their (14) ______________________. Which means that it's not just girls and women who should get the HPV (15) ______________________.
In terms of (16) ______________________ of boys, as a researcher who sees the patients with these cancers, the fact that there is a vaccine with great (17) ______________________ to prevent them is, you know, very (18) ______________________.
Our vaccination rates have (19) ______________________ in boys severely in the states, which is disappointing, but there is a lot of effort to improving that. And I think it's quite an urgent (20) ______________________ issue to increase HPV vaccination in boys as well as girls.
Thanks for the minute. For Scientific American's 60 Second Science, I'm Steve Mirsky.


❷ Pronunciation game
	Student A
	Student B

	When you hear…
	You say…
	When you hear…
	You say…

	
	(START)  higher
	Prevalence
	Risk factor

	Potential
	Initiate
	Tonsillar cancer
	Sexual behavior

	Sexual behavior
	Prevalence
	Initiate
	Vaccine

	Vaccine
	Vaccination
	higher
	potential

	Lagged
	Compelling
	Vaccination
	Age cohort

	Risk factor
	Public health
	Compelling
	Human papillomavirus (END)

	Age cohort
	Tonsillar cancer
	Public health
	Lagged




