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Three cover letters, written from the perspective of fictional third-year Engineering students in Mechanics and Materials[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Generated by ChatGPT] 

Analyse these three cover letters, considering:
· Structure
· Grammar and Spelling
· Tone and Register
· Specificity and Precision
· Fit with Internship and Motivation

Cover Letter 1
Dear Internship Committee,
I am writing to express my interest in the Mechanics and Materials engineering internship position at your organization. I am currently a third-year engineering student specializing in Mechanics and Materials at the University of Toronto, where I have developed a solid foundation in solid mechanics, materials science, and mechanical design. I am eager to further apply this knowledge in a professional engineering environment and contribute to your team’s ongoing projects.
Through my coursework and design projects, I have gained hands-on experience with mechanical testing, CAD modeling, and materials characterization techniques. My current academic project focuses on analyzing the mechanical performance of composite materials under varying load conditions, where I have used finite element analysis, tensile testing, and data processing tools to evaluate material behavior. These experiences have strengthened both my technical competencies and my analytical approach to engineering problems.
What excites me most about this internship is the opportunity to engage with your team’s work on advanced structural materials and performance optimization. I was particularly interested in your recent work on improving fatigue resistance in lightweight alloys, which demonstrates innovative approaches to enhancing durability while maintaining efficiency. This aligns closely with the areas I hope to pursue in my future engineering career.
I am confident that my technical preparation, motivation, and collaborative mindset will allow me to contribute effectively as an intern. I value clear communication in multidisciplinary teams and am comfortable taking initiative on assigned engineering tasks while maintaining attention to detail.
Thank you for your consideration. I would welcome the opportunity to contribute to your organization while further developing my engineering skills. I look forward to the possibility of discussing my application with you.
Sincerely,
David Tran

Cover Letter 2
Dear Sir or Mdm,
I am writting to apply for the internship you posted. I am a third-years engineering student in Mechanics and Materials at Western College, and I am looking to gain more practical experience in an engineering environment. I believe this position would be a good opportunity because I enjoy hands-on technical work and want to strengthened my skills.

During my studies, I have completed laboratory sessions involving basic materials testing, CAD design, and mechanical measurements. I am not yet an expert in these methods, but I have used them in coursework and I am willing to learn quickly. I also completed a small team project where we evaluated the strength of different materials under load and compared their performance. Although the work was limited in scope, I received positive feedback from my instructor.
I am interested in your organization because your projects contribute to the development of reliable and efficient engineering solutions, which are important for many industries. I believe your team has strong technical expertise, and I would benefit from bein able to learn directly from your engineers.
I am a motivated student who works hard and tries to improve with each project. I hope this internship will help me grow professionally while allowing me to support your team as much as possible. Thank you for taking the time to review my application, and I hope you will consider me for this opportunity.
Sincerely,
Jessica M.

Cover Letter 3
Dear Dr. Rodriguez and the Internship Selection Committee,
I am writing to apply for the internship position within your Mechanics and Materials engineering group. As a third-year engineering student at ETH Zürich specializing in mechanics and materials science, I am deeply interested in how microstructural behavior influences macroscopic mechanical performance. I am enthusiastic about the opportunity to contribute to your projects while continuing to develop my technical expertise under your guidance.
In my current academic project, I am investigating the relationship between processing conditions and the mechanical properties of metallic alloys. This work has provided me with practical experience in finite element modeling, microstructural analysis, mechanical testing, and quantitative data interpretation. Beyond these technical skills, I have developed a strong appreciation for rigor, iteration, and careful validation when evaluating engineering performance.
Your group’s work on advanced materials and structural reliability aligns closely with my academic interests. I was particularly drawn to your recent study on fatigue behavior in high-performance alloys, which demonstrated innovative strategies for improving durability in demanding applications. Contributing to this type of work represents exactly the kind of challenge I am seeking at this stage of my training.
Equally important to me is the collaborative research environment reflected in your team’s publications and outreach activities. My instructors and teammates describe me as detail-oriented, engaged, and dependable. I aim to maintain high technical standards while supporting team objectives, and I believe these qualities will allow me to contribute meaningfully to your projects.
Thank you for your time and consideration. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss how my background and motivation could support your ongoing work. I am confident that this internship would be a valuable learning experience for both myself and your team.
Sincerely,
Amira El-Sayed
