O. Bouguin-Vasiljevic, 2025
HEALTH INSURANCE X POETRY WS
Purpose : improve your pronunciation and mind the stress pattern.
1. Listen to the poem read by Ella Cordova.
2. Match words from the text with their definition.
3. Use OALD (BrE) or Merriam Webster (NAmE) to check the pronunciation and identify which syllable is stressed in the words that are 2 syllable long or more. Compare your findings with your partner.
4. Read it out loud. Help your partner improve their performance.
5. Record yourself, then upload your audio file to Moodle. 1 audio file / student.
6. If time : put together one slide to explain how these diseases are treated.

Uh oh, looks like someone’s got a sickness.1. ___________________________
Pathology.
2. ___________________________
Drugs listed by the doctor to treat a patient.
3. ___________________________
To make someone wealthy
4. ___________________________
A stupid person
5. ___________________________
To be able to purchase something
6. ___________________________
Unpleasant, depressing and serious
7. ___________________________
The likely development of a medical condition
8. ___________________________
The fact of making someone less likely to do something
9. ___________________________
To improve
10. ___________________________
To ask for money because you have a right to it.



Don’t worry we can fix it.
It’ll only cost you $1600 with prescription.
Well, that’s if you have insurance
And the requisite endurance
Just to navigate a claim system of optimized deterrence.
Is it hepatitis, cancer, HIV, tuberculosis?
Maybe diabetes, ALS or multiple sclerosis.
Oh we love a grim prognosis.
Hurry up now, diagnose it.
What’s the matter, can’t afford it?
I don’t know… Just cut the dosage.
You want it, you need it, you’ll put it on credit.
You’ll pay almost any amount just to get it.
It’s kind of pathetic. We’ve seen you on Reddit.
“My health or my family” like, okay we get it:
You can’t afford your exorbitant bills, 
But if you don’t pay it, some other sap will,
And he’ll line our pockets because we have his pills.
Supply and demand. 
Prescriptions get filled, right?
